
	
	
	



DRAFT: corrections in these minutes should be submitted in writing to the stated clerk within ten days of receipt. If no corrections are received within that period, all items shall be considered correct. These minutes are not an official record of the presbytery until approved by the body.

MAUMEE VALLEY PRESBYTERY
STATED MEETING
Tuesday, May 20, 2025, 3:00 PM
FPC Van Wert


THE ROLL
MINISTER MEMBERS

Maumee Valley PresbyteryMinutes, May 21, 2024
Present

[bookmark: _heading=h.fjkq1rgpyteo]Bartley, Dave, HR
Bella, Roberta
Brown, Bruce
Chandler, Doris
Clancy, Nan
Clendenin, Ruth Ellen
Commeret, Jessica
Desterhaft, Janice
Emery, Thomas
Gay, Jeanne, HR
Hodsden, James
Hodsden, Sara
Holmes, Douglas
Hruaia, J H Vanlal
Johnson-Paine, Cathy
King, Cathi
Kling, Julie
McGormley, Dean, HR
McGormley, Ellen, HR
McLlean, Alex, HR
Meinke, Matt
Pech, Leo
Pitt, Gavin, HR
Rowland Miller, Susan
Schooley, Jeffrey
Steensma, Thomas, HR 
Tolbert, Clint
Wasson, Ann, HR
Zuehlke, Matthew


Excused

Bell, George, HR
Brewer, Jr., Clair, HR
Burnett, William, HR
Butcher, Robert, HR
Chorle, Kenneth, HR
Cooper, Mark, HR
Esterly, Barbara, HR
Gallant, Melinda, HR
Good, David, HR
Hoff, Rick, HR
Kim, Jin Seung
Kivlin, Keith, HR
Ladd, Dennis, HR
Layraman, Tawee, HR
Leckrone, Donald, HR
Lemon, Jack, HR
Merold, Steve, HR
Miller, R. James, HR
Mills, Harold, HR
Murr, Barry, HR
Nutting, Cheryl, HR
Pannabecker, Donald, HR
Remaklus, Amy

Resseguie, James, HR
Rivera-Torea, Kathryn
Saunders, Gary, HR
Saunders, Mary, HR
Schwartz, Tom, HR
Short, Pamela, HR
Smith, William, HR
Speakman, Stephen
Sweet, Barry, HR
Treadway, Kathryn
Young, David, HR
Zuehlke, Beth, HR


Absent

Brundage, Chris
Metcalf, Darcy
Pistoria, Tomas
Rife, Richard
Ross, Sarah
Stecker, Michelle
Wessler, Kenneth
Williams, Alicia



RULING ELDER COMMISSIONERS

Present

Adrian, First, Cindy Frownfelder
Blissfield, Suzanne Saxton
Bluffton, Lori Schmidt
Bowling Green, First, Anne Moser
Celina, First, Doris Glass
Clyde, First, Lynda Wilbert
Findlay, First Joseph Niemeyer
Fremont East Side, Ann Weiler
Fremont First, William Taylor
Kenton, Trinity United, 
Lima Market Street, Ruth Hardesty
Maumee First, John Sluhan
Maumee First, Sherry Stiles
Monroe, First Helyn Schroeder
Montpelier West Bethesda, Michael Cox
Napoleon, First, Jana Schroeder
Ottawa, Beth Myers
Palmyra Community, Doris Van Sickle
Pemberville First, Jim Jones
Sandusky First, Norma Wible
Tecumseh, David Hammond
Tiffin First, Ken Krieger
Toledo Christ, Carole Gildemeister
Toledo Collingwood, Mary Weil
Van Wert, First, Bill Knoll
Waterville First, Dave Woodward



Excused

Antwerp, First United, Sharon Hicov
Milan, Don Loving
Perrysburg First, Kathy Jarosz
Toledo Eastminster, Mike Kowalec



Absent (no commissioner present)
Adrian, Cadmus
Britton, Raisin, 
Bryan, First
Bucyrus, First
Cecil
Defiance, First, 
Delphos, First United
Dola
Findlay, Enon Valley
Findlay, Faith
Findlay, First 
Fostoria, First
Galion First, 
Grand Rapids, First
Huron First, 
LaSalle First 
Lima Faith, 
Marseilles
McComb, First
Montpelier, First 
Montpelier, West Eagle Creek, 
Norwalk First
Port Clinton, Firelands
Shelby First
Toledo Christ
Toledo, Fairgreen, 
Toledo, Hanmi Covenant
Tontogany
Upper Sandusky
Van Buren
Venedocia, Salem,
West Unity, First, 



OTHERS (Presbytery Officers, Commission Moderator Elders, Commissioned Ruling Elders, Former Ruling Elder Moderators, Certified Christian Educators, Corresponding Members

Present
[bookmark: _GoBack]Armstrong, Jason, Maumee, NWCC chair
Jones, Rose, CP
Juhasz, Jen, CCE, Christ Presbyterian Church
*Lobb, Peggy, Findlay First Presbyterian Church
Myers, Chas, Former Past Moderator
Tolhurst, Harry, CP


Excused

Barnes, Christine
Kirkconnell, Leslee, CCE, Findlay First Presbyterian Church


Absent
Berkheiser, Nancy, CP
Bettendorf, Ed, Firelands, CCCM
Fogle, Julie, CP
Louden-Hanes, Marie
Manon, Lora, CP
Pennington, Mike CP


VISITORS

Bella, West, Firelands Port Clinton
Donley, Lynn, Market St Lima

Hardwick, Chip, Synod of the Covenant
King, Belinda, MVP

[bookmark: _heading=h.tmtukyxwrbnp]GETTING ORGANIZED The meeting was called to order with prayer at First Presbyterian Church of Van Wert’s sanctuary at 3:02 PM by Moderator Rev. Doug Holmes. A quorum was declared.

Stated Clerk Dean McGormley noted no significant changes to the docket.  
ON MOTION: To approve the docket.  Approved.  
ON MOTION: To seat as corresponding member Chip Hardwick, Miami Valley Presbytery.  Approved.  

The Report of the Stated Clerk was given.  2024 Presbytery Statistical Report given (see attachment #1).  Explanation of upcoming vote on overtures was given.  

Host Church Ruling Elder Commissioner Billy Knoll welcomed the presbytery, and included some history about FPC Van Wert which goes back to 1843.  

Recognition of First Time Commissioners – Included Janice from Napoleon and Helen Schroder from Monroe.

Omnibus Motion – Stated Clerk Dean McGormley.
Following a reading of the motions to be acted upon in the following omnibus motion and hearing no requests to pull any items, the following motions were so ordered.

ON MOTION THAT THE FOLLOWING BE APPROVED:
FROM THE CLERK	
To approve Minutes from February 18, 2025.
	To receive the annual statistical summary report for MVP
	To approve the resignation of Kathy Jarosz from the Mission Commission
		To approve the following motion from the Sessions of First, Fremont/East Side:
RESOLVED, That, pursuant to Book of Order G-2.0404, Maumee Valley Presbytery hereby waives the six-year term limit for active elder Ann Weiler to enable her to serve a 1-year term as elder of the emerging session in the merger of East Side Presbyterian Church and First Presbyterian Church of Fremont (effective 1/1/26).
To approve the following PROPERTY MOTIONS:

Celina	To support the actions of the Central Support approving the details for the sale of the church and property next to it by the Celina First Presbyterian Church.

Blissfield	RESOLVED, That the multiple years’ work of prayer, discernment, planning, and practice, subject to the vote of both congregations scheduled for May 18, 2025, preparatory to the unification, and if the said vote is favorable, the unification itself, effective at Pentecost, Sunday, June 8, 2025, of First Presbyterian Church of Blissfield, Michigan, and Community United Presbyterian Church of Palmyra, Michigan (with Palmyra formally closing and transferring its remaining assets and members to Blissfield and keeping the name of the new entity “First Presbyterian”), under the capable pastoring of Teaching Elder Douglas Holmes, who will continue to serve both congregations in the emerging new entity, is hereby ratified and approved.

Erie	Pursuant to Presbytery’s action of November 18, 2024, approving the sale of the now-closed and vacant Erie Presbyterian Church and Manse (2029 Manhattan Street and 2037 Manhattan Street, Erie, Michigan  48133, respectively)—then to Erie Township for Two Hundred Twenty-Five Thousand Dollars ($225,000.00), which sale, however, failed to be consummated—Presbytery hereby ratifies CCCM’s 4/25/25 agreement to sell the said properties to Michael and Ashley Holbrook in the amount of Two Hundred Twenty Thousand Dollars ($220,000.00), subject to a 30-day contingency that buyers will sell their existing home (and a $10,000 reserve to discharge inspection-related repairs). The proceeds of MVP’s sale shall be allocated to the New and Redevelopment Fund.  Maumee Valley Presbytery (“MVP”) Trustee and Chair of MVP’s Commission for Churches Concluding Ministry, Edward L. Bettendorf, together with, if necessary, MVP General Presbytery Dr. Matt Meinke, shall continue to have authority to complete this transaction on Presbytery’s behalf through final disposition.

FROM CENTRAL SUPPORT
		To approve financial reports as presented (Packet 7a, 7b, 7c)

		FROM LEADERSHIP COMMISSION
That the Presbytery dissolve the pastoral relationship between the Rev Amy Remaklus and the Ottawa Presbyterian Church effective May 31, 2025.
		
To approve the formation of an Administrative Commission based on the following request from the session of the Bluffton Presbyterian Church:  The Session requests Maumee Valley Presbytery to provide an Administrative Commission to Bluffton Presbyterian Church to work alongside the Session and congregation to help resolve current conflicts.  The members of the Commission to be:  Rev Ann Wasson, Karl Hirzel (RE Ottawa), Joe Neimeyer (RE Findlay First) and Christina Guenter (RE Bowling Green).  Members may be replaced/added by the AC.

THE OMNIBUS MOTION WAS APPROVED.

A Report from Synod of the Covenant Executive Leader Chip Hardwick was given, noting the Mentors for the Preaching Program which added and includes Pamela Short and Jeanne Gay now.  Chip also mentioned the new Associate Executive who will soon be moving from Alabama and helping connect churches and commissioners of color. 

The Report of the General Presbyter, Matt Meinke was given, including the land acknowledgement highlighting the Shawnee People, a report of Per Capita, an invitation to a Presbyterian Heritage Trip to Scotland and Ireland, highlights of the Global Partners from Yucatan, Mexico who will join the Maumee Valley Presbytery Triennium delegation, as well as ordiversaries.    	

Report of Leadership Commission – Doris Chandler, moderator of Leadership Commission gave their report, recognizing LC members, and drawing attention to the written report and informational items in the packet.  She opened for questions, about actions taken on behalf of presbytery.  There were none. 

The following actions were taken on behalf of presbytery were reported:

1. Approved contract between Christine Burns, CRE and First Presbyterian Church of Galion.
Terms of the contract includes the following: preach 3 Sundays per month; administer the sacraments; moderate the session under supervision of and when invited by presbytery appointed moderator; be enrolled as a temporary member of the presbytery; perform marriages and funerals; compensation includes the following: $9000 housing allowance, ministry expenses reimbursed up to $140 per month (includes mileage reimbursement at IRS business standard mileage rate), 3 weeks vacation and 1 week continuing education. 
2. Approved shared ministry contract between Rev. Doug Holmes and Blissfield and Cadmus
Presbyterian Churches. Terms of the shared ministry contract include the following compensation: Housing allowance $53,680; BOP $24663.94; Ministry Expenses $4000 (includes mileage reimbursement at IRS business standard mileage rate) Continuing Education $1500; Other $7356; Vacation 4 weeks, including 4 Sundays; Continuing Education 2 weeks, including 2 Sundays.
3. Approved the following ruling elders to serve communion, when invited by the session of their home church: Beth Sigg (Defiance); Beth Myers (Ottawa); Jen Juhasz (Christ, Toledo); Richard McGarrity (Bluffton), Thomas Edwards (Bluffton), Marilyn Edwards (Bluffton), Philip
Wisenbarger (Bluffton), Linda Nelson (Bluffton), Clair Winebar (Bluffton). On 03/24/25 these ruling elders completed their Communion Training with the Rev. Bob Butcher.
4. Approved the appointment of Rev Thomas Emery as Liaison to Delphos, effective, March 27,
2025.
5. Approved the appointment of Rev. Ann Wasson as Liaison to Ottawa, West Bethesda and
West Eagle Creek, effective March 27, 2025.
6. Approved the appointment of Rev. Jessie Commeret as Liaison to McComb.
7. Approved, upon receiving the report of the Exam for Fit Team that Exam for Fit for Debra Davies was sustained, the Extended Pulpit Supply contract between Debra Davies and First Presbyterian Church of LaSalle. Terms of the contract include the following compensation: Annual cash salary $16,640 (16 hr/week@$20/hr); 2 weeks vacation (including 2 Sundays); includes mileage reimbursement at IRS standard business rate; no continuing education reimbursement or time. Responsibilities: lead worship and preach each Sunday; visit the sick and shut-in; lead funeral services upon request.
8. Approved the mission statement of First Presbyterian Church of Defiance.
9. Approved, upon receiving the report of the Exam for Fit Team that Exam for Fit for Rev. Gavin Pitt was sustained, the Temporary Supply Pastor contract between Rev. Gavin Pitt and Collingwood Presbyterian Church (Toledo). Contract is from May 1, 2025 - April 31, 2026.   Terms of the contract include the following: preach one Sunday per month; administer the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord's Supper; moderate the session and congregational meetings; visit the sick and shut-in; lead funeral services upon request; officiate at weddings upon request; option for additional worship/preaching per request; approximate time expectations: 1-2 days per week and 8 hours per week; Compensation: $18,300 per year; ministry expense reimbursement up $1500 per year (includes mileage reimbursement at IRS standard business rate); 4 weeks vacation; no continuing education time or reimbursement.
10. Approved Rev. Gavin Pitt to serve as moderator of Collingwood Presbyterian Church beginning May 1, 2025.
11. Approved the following members of the Leadership Commission to meet with a subcommittee of the session of Bluffton Presbyterian Church: Ruling Elder Jo Salvage, Rev. Ann Wasson, Rev Dr. Doris Chandler, Rev. Dr. Matt Meinke, General Presbyter, ex-officio Leadership Commission. The appointment of this Leadership Commission team was in response to the request of the session of Bluffton Presbyterian Church “that a sub-committee of Bluffton Presbyterian Church Session meet with the Leadership Commission at the Maumee Valley Presbytery Office at a mutually agreed upon date/time as soon as possible”.
12. Approved a collaboration and compromise agreement regarding a path forward for pastoral leadership at Bluffton Presbyterian Church. This agreement was created as a result of a lengthy meeting on April 7, 2025 at the presbytery office between the four person subcommittee of the session of Bluffton Presbyterian Church and the three person team from the Leadership Commission (Ruling Elder Jo Salvage, Rev. Ann Wasson, Rev Dr. Doris Chandler) and General Presbyter Rev. Dr. Matt Meinke, ex-officio Leadership Commission. The subcommittee of Bluffton PC was to present the approved collaboration and compromise agreement to the Bluffton PC session.
13. Approved the request of the session of Christ Presbyterian Church (Toledo) for an exception for the year 2025 for minimum compensation to CCE Jen Juhasz with the understanding that the session will meet presbytery minimum in 2026, in consultation with the Leadership Commission.
14. Approved tasking the Rev. Dr. Doris Chandler, Moderator of Leadership Commission to prepare a letter to be sent to Rev. Matthew Zuehlke requesting his attendance via Zoom at the May 22, 2025 or June 26, 2025 Leadership Commission Zoom meeting. The purpose of the meeting is to receive an update from Rev. Zuehlke as well as ask questions of Rev. Zuehlke regarding his current validated ministry.
15. Approved the appointment of Rev. Ann Wasson as moderator of Ottawa Presbyterian Church beginning June 2025.

Doris continued the Leadership Commission report, noting the two recommendations from Leadership Commission, which were already adopted as part of the omnibus motion.

Informational items from Leadership Commission included saying goodbye to Rev. Amy Remaklus, who is moving with her family to their new home in New Zealand.   Doris mentioned CRE Christine Burns, who is serving FPC Galion. 

The presbytery recognized with appreciation and gratitude the retirement of Rev. Ann Wasson and
Rev. Cathy Paine-Johnson, led by Moderator Rev. Doug Holmes.

Report of the Administrative Commission to FPC Montpelier was given by Doris Chandler, chair of the commission highlighting some of the work of her AC, Jessie Commeret, Marsha Carr, and Carl Jacobs, speaking of the “Beauty and the Beast of community”, and the meetings with Session in 2024, as well as Feb, March, and April of 2025.  Recommendations address the healthy and unhealthy aspects with the health of the overall congregation in mind: 1) Recommend training for Session, Congregation and mediation.  2) Recommend a “deep dive” look at finances.

General Assembly Contested Overtures from the February meeting were debated and voted upon.  
Motion to concur with Overture 24-A. Voice vote, division of the house.  31-23.  Passed.  
Motion to concur with Overture 24-C. Voice vote.  Defeated.  
Motion to concur with Overture 24-H. Voice vote.  Passed.  
Motion to concur with Overture 24-I.  Voice vote.  Defeated.    
 
Report from Mission Commission – Cathi King led the report, highlighting the Waterville Grant action, Juvenile Residential Center (video which will be presented at dinner by Rev. Jeff Schooley and Rev. Jim Miller) and City Mission in Findlay Ohio, presented by Peggy Lobb, speaking about the recently opened Martha’s Home and the Transformations Thrift Shop.  

The following action was taken by Mission Commission on behalf of presbytery:  Approved a Grant for $1,000 for Waterville Presbyterian Church. The money will supply soil, plants, seeds and water for the community garden at the Waterville church, which supplies a harvest every two weeks to needy people in the community, through the Anthony Wayne Food Ministry. The church also has a produce stand which offers produce to anyone in the off weeks.

Report of Discipleship Commission was given by Clint Tolbert, giving an update on the Attentive Church Leadership event and corresponding Open Space held prior to presbytery

Various members of the committee highlighted their work:
Kirkmont Summer Camps – Dave Bartley as well as ReKindle Retreat in fall, which has been set for November 7-9, and the theme “Listening for God”.  Dave also noted the 1st time Camper Scholarships that are available.  Dave also mentioned the In-Kind Donation Wish Lists for Kirkmont which will be available at dinner.  
Youth Triennium – Registrar Jen Juhasz gave a report, along with Jeff Schooley who will be one of the adult sponsors.  
Boundary Training opportunities were announced.
Sara Hodsden spoke on behalf of the Preparation for Ministry Team, and mentioned the need for Ordination Exam Readers for this upcoming Fall.  

The following action from Discipleship Commission was taken on behalf of presbytery were reported: To transfer Inquirer Leon Wang to Muskingum Valley Presbytery.  

Report of Central Support Commission was given by Doug Holmes, who called upon Dave Bartley, Treasurer, highlighting some of the special accounts: Donor designated funds, Congor fund, Peace & Global Mission fund, Pastoral Care fund, Presbytery Endowment Fund, Church Closing fund, GA NWC Fund, New & Redevelopment Fund, CRE Reunion Fund, Camp Sale Fund, Pastoral Housing Allowance Fund.   
The March 2025 Financials were shared.  

The Nominating Team of Central Support Commission gave its report.  Doug called on Matt Meinke to share the nominations, which were voted on by Central Support the day before presbytery.  

The slate was MOVED.  Nominations from the floor were taken.  Hearing none, the MOTION was made to close nominations and vote the slate by unanimous ballot.  

Committee on Representation – Gillian Holzhauser-Graber (RE Ottawa), Class of 2027
Commission to Synod of the Covenant – Matt Meinke (TE), Class of 2025
New Worshipping Communities Commission – Bruce Brown (TE), Class of 2027

So Ordered.  

A recess was declared at 5:10pm and Dinner was served in the fellowship hall.  A video from Mission Commission (Jeff S./Jim Miller) was shared.  

The presbytery reconvened at 6:30pm with worship in the sanctuary, including communion presided by TE Nan Clancy and TE Doug Holmes, and preacher TE Vanlal Hruaia.

Good News was shared from Blissfield/Palmyra, Bryan, Collingwood, 1st Montpelier, Napoleon, Celina, FPC Findlay

At 7:38pm, a motion to adjourn was made.  Second.  So ordered.  Doug closed us with prayer.  

Next stated meeting of Maumee Valley Presbytery was announced: Tuesday, September 16, 2025 at Cadmus Presbyterian Church in Adrian, Michigan at 3pm.

Respectfully submitted, 					Attested,



Matt Meinke						Dean McGormley	
Acting Journal Clerk/General Presbyter			Stated Clerk
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