
	
	
	



DRAFT: corrections in these minutes should be submitted in writing to the stated clerk within ten days of receipt. If no corrections are received within that period, all items shall be considered correct. These minutes are not an official record of the presbytery until approved by the body.

MAUMEE VALLEY PRESBYTERY
STATED MEETING
Tuesday, September 16, 2025, 3:00 PM
Cadmus Presbyterian Church, Adrian, Michigan


THE ROLL
MINISTER MEMBERS

Maumee Valley PresbyteryMinutes, May 21, 2024
Present

[bookmark: _heading=h.fjkq1rgpyteo]Bartley, Dave, HR
Bella, Roberta
Brown, Bruce
Chandler, Doris
Clancy, Nan
Clendenin, Ruth Ellen
Commeret, Jessica
Emery, Thomas
Gay, Jeanne, HR
Hodsden, James
Hodsden, Sara
Holmes, Douglas
Hruaia, J H Vanlal
Johnson-Paine, Cathy
Kim, Jin Seung
King, Catherine
McGormley, Dean, HR
McGormley, Ellen, HR
McLlean, Alex, HR
Meinke, Matt
Pech, Leo
Rowland Miller, Susan
Rivera-Torea, Kathryn
Short, Pamela, HR 
Tolbert, Clint
Treadway, Kathryn
Wasson, Ann, HR

Excused

Bell, George, HR
Brewer, Jr., Clair, HR
Burnett, William, HR
Butcher, Robert, HR
Chorle, Kenneth, HR
Cooper, Mark, HR
Desterhaft, Janice
Esterly, Barbara, HR
Gallant, Melinda, HR
Good, David, HR
Hoff, Rick, HR
Kim, Yonglin, HR
Kivlin, Keith, HR
Ladd, Dennis, HR
Layraman, Tawee, HR
Leckrone, Donald, HR
Merold, Steve, HR
Miller, R. James, HR
Mills, Harold, HR
Murr, Barry, HR
Nutting, Cheryl, HR
Pannabecker, Donald, HR
Remaklus, Amy
Resseguie, James, HR
Saunders, Gary, HR
Saunders, Mary, HR
Schwartz, Tom, HR
Smith, William, HR
Speakman, Stephen
Steensma, Thomas, HR
Sweet, Barry, HR
Wessler, Kenneth
Young, David, HR
Zuehlke, Beth, HR


Absent

Brundage, Chris
Kling, Julie
Metcalf, Darcy
Pistoria, Tomas
Rife, Richard
Ross, Sarah
Schooley, Jeffrey

Stecker, Michelle
Williams, Alicia
Zuehlke, Matthew



RULING ELDER COMMISSIONERS

Present

Adrian, First, Ken Bickerstaff
Adrian Cadmus, Carl Jacobs
Blissfield, Doris Van Sickle
Bluffton, Lori Schmidt
Defiance, First, Marsha Karr
Findlay, First Joseph Niemeyer
Fremont East Side, Ann Weiler
Fremont First, William Taylor
Kenton, Trinity United, 
Findlay, First, Greg Khulman
Fremont First, William Taylor
Maumee First, Jason Armstrong
Milan, Don Loving
Monroe, First Helyn Schroeder
Montpelier West Bethesda, Michael Cox
Montpelier, West Eagle Creek, Junior Rath
Napoleon, First, Lynn Yarnell
Norwalk First, Alice Pleasnick
Ottawa, Chas Myers
Pemberville First, Jim Jones
Port Clinton, Firelands, Ed Carlson
Sandusky First, Norma Wible
Tecumseh, David Hammond
Toledo Christ, Carole Gildemeister
Toledo Eastminster, Mike Kowalec
Van Wert, First, Susan McVay
West Unity, First, Gloria Paine



Excused

Clyde, First, Lynda Wilbert
Fremont East Side, Ann Weiler
Kenton, Trinity United, Julie Crowe
Toledo Collingwood, Sheri Kuhlman 

Tiffin First, Ken Krieger



Absent (no commissioner present)
Antwerp, First United
Britton, Raisin, 
Bryan, First
Bucyrus, First
Cecil
Delphos, First United
Dola
Findlay, Enon Valley
Findlay, Faith
Findlay, First 
Fostoria, First
Galion First, 
Grand Rapids, First
Huron First, 
LaSalle First 
Lima Faith, 
Lima, Market Street
Marseilles
McComb, First
Montpelier, First 
Perrysburg, First
Shelby First
Toledo Christ
Toledo, Fairgreen
Toledo, Hanmi Covenant
Tontogany
Upper Sandusky
Van Buren
Venedocia, Salem,
West Unity, First 



OTHERS (Presbytery Officers, Commission Moderator Elders, Commissioned Ruling Elders, Former Ruling Elder Moderators, Certified Christian Educators, Corresponding Members

Present
Belonni-Rosario, Ruth-Aimee, NYC Presbytery
Bettendorf, Ed, Firelands, Central Support/CCCM Chair
Jones, Rose, CP
Juhasz, Jen, CCE, Christ Presbyterian Church



Excused

Barnes, Christine, CRE



Absent
Berkheiser, Nancy, CP
Fogle, Julie, CP
Manon, Lora, CP
Pennington, Mike CP
Tolhurst, Harry, CP


VISITORS

Bella, West, Firelands Port Clinton

Elliot, Scott, FPC Adrian
King, Belinda, MVP
Saxton, Suzanne, Blissfield
Smith, Marilyn, FPC Adrian

	
	
	





Maumee Valley Presbytery - Draft Minutes, September 16, 2025



[bookmark: _heading=h.tmtukyxwrbnp]GETTING ORGANIZED The meeting was called to order with prayer at Cadmus Presbyterian Church’s sanctuary at 3:00 PM by Moderator Rev. Doug Holmes. A quorum was declared.

Stated Clerk Dean McGormley noted no significant changes to the docket.  
ON MOTION: To approve the docket.  Approved.
ON MOTION: To approve the Minutes of May 20, 2025 meeting.  Approved
ON MOTION: To seat as corresponding member Ruth-Aimée Belonni-Rosario, New Youk City Presbytery.  Approved.  

The Report of the Stated Clerk was given with nothing significant to report at this time
	

Host Church Pastor, Doug Holmes welcomed the presbytery, and included a thanks to FPC Adrian and Blissfield who are assisting in hosting.  

Recognition of First Time Commissioners – Included 

The presbytery entered into a time of worship.  

At 4:15, a report from the Synod Associate Executive, Rev. Ruth-Aimée  Belonni-Rosario, the new Associate Executive for Racial Justice.  She shared a description of her job and how she hopes to help Presbyteries and they seek to be inclusive.

Report of Central Support Commission was given by Carole Burnworth, which included presenting the Financial Review 2023, June 2025 Financials, 2026 proposed budget, and Central Support Minutes.    

The following actions were taken on behalf of presbytery were reported:

1. Received the “Answer To a Prayer” financial review for year ending 12/31/2023.   
2. Approved the Associate for Ministry Vitality position and search.

The following recommendations to presbytery

1. ON MOTION to approve the “Associate for Ministry Vitality” 2026 compensation to MVP.  Approved.
Compensation						     2025             2026
     	Salary equal to 25% of MVP minimum CRE salary 	 $15,620          16,280
     	Expenses of                                                                	 1,500            1,500 
     	SEA at 50%.                                                            	  1,194            1,245
                      TOTAL                                                    		   18,314            19,025     

2. ON MOTION to approve a presbytery per capita of 26.05 for 2026, which is the same as 2025.  Approved. 

3. ON MOTION to approve the proposed budget for 2026 .  Approved.   (See attachment)

4. ON MOTION to nominate Ed Bettendorf for Vice Moderator of MVP 2026.  Nominations from the floor were opened.  Hearing none, there was a motion to close nominations and vote by unanimous ballot.  So ordered.  
 
It was noted that total per capita for 2026 is $40.71.  Presbytery $26.05, Synod $3.40, and GA $11.26.

A Report from New Worshipping Communities was given by Jason Armstrong.  He reported the approval of the Loved First NWC at their August meeting. 

The following actions were taken on behalf of presbytery:
1. Approved the creation of “Loved First” NWC on August 28, 2025.  
2. Approved an initial seed grant to “Loved First” of $1000 from #5377 Emerging Ministries
3. Approved the working covenant between NWCC, Loved First, & First Presbyterian Maumee.  
4. Established a Task Force under organizing leader, Jason Armstrong, for the “Loved First” NWC to begin meeting monthly starting September 2025.  Additional members include: Matt Meinke (Treasurer), Douglas Holmes, Bruce Brown, Melissa Stallkamp, Sarah Otis, Nathan Tembo, Keith Robinson.  

Jason also shared informational items: Jason Armstrong will be attending the Discerning Missional Leadership assessment Nov. 3-7. Jason Armstrong will be available for pulpit supply/visit beginning January 1, 2026 to help develop partnerships.

The Report of the General Presbyter, Matt Meinke was given, including the land acknowledgement highlighting the Anishinaabek People of Michigan, a report of the new Great Lakes Call Finder, celebrating ordiversaries, and remembering Rev David Cook Young who died on July 17.  

Report of Discipleship Commission was given by Sara Hodsden, giving an update on Boundary Training offerings.

Various members of the committee highlighted their work:
Youth Summer Camps and upcoming ReKindle Retreat – Dave Bartley spoke to the ReKindle Retreat in fall, which has been set for November 7-9, and the theme “Listening for God”.  Dave also gave away cash prizes to MVP churches with the highest attendance at summer camps, including Christ Church, Ottawa, and BG.  
A report of Youth Triennium was given by Registrar Jen Juhasz which included testimonials from delegates.  “Sweet on Jesus” was the MVP theme, including a Dum Dum sucker theme for pins and tshirts, because they are made in MVP.  She reported the $1,800 grant we received from Triennium, the $100 participant fee, and the monies MVP sets aside each year as reasons the budget came together.    
Dates of the upcoming Spiritual Formation Retreats were given, highlighting Pamela Short’s work as convenor of this group for a long time, and Tom Polker and Matt Meinke continuing the work.   
Sara Hodsden spoke on behalf of the Preparation for Ministry Team, and mentioned the Ordination Exam Readers for this upcoming Fall, and the approval of Landon Rohrer to take the Bible Content Exam.  It was also noted that Janet Brehm Taylor communicated with her Prep for Ministry Team her intention to withdraw from the PCUSA ordination process, as did Marie Louden-Hanes who is withdrawing from the candidacy process.    

The following action from Discipleship Commission was taken on behalf of presbytery were reported: 
 
●Appointed Rev. Jeff Schooley and Elder Norma Wible as readers for the fall ordination exams.
●Approved Candidate Marie Louden-Hanes to take the ordination exams.
●Certified Candidate Jason Armstrong as ready for his final examination pending a call.
●Approved Landon Rohrer to take the Bible Content Exam.

A recess was declared at 5:20pm and Dinner was served in the fellowship hall.  

The presbytery reconvened at 6:21pm.

Report from Mission Commission – Catherine King led the report, highlighting the challenge by FPC Bryan to help pay for 10 columns for the Prince of Peace church in Mexico, as well as the Lenawee County Migrant Meal Ministry presentation from Susan and Diana Rule from FPC Tecumseh, and David Hammond about the FPC Tecumseh PDA funds raised.  Leo Pech highlighted the work of FPC Bryan and MVP at the Prince of Peace Church in Mexico, and challenged the presbytery regarding the PoP columns.

The following actions were taken by Mission Commission on behalf of presbytery:  
1. Approved a Grant for $1,000 out of expense account #7506, MVP Peace and Global Witness Fund, for legal assistance for a woman from Honduras who has been living in the US for 30 years and has lost her TPS. Tiffin churches are working to help mount legal defense against her being deported.
2. Approved a Findlay First Presbyterian Church Grant for $1,000 out of the Matthew 25 fund. Findlay First is working to Partner with Advantage Early Learning Academy in leasing a section (20 rooms in the west wing) of the church to AELA so they can open a full day/year round preschool/childcare affordable program in early 2026. 


Report of Leadership Commission – Doris Chandler, moderator of Leadership Commission gave their report, recognizing LC members, and drawing attention to the written report and informational items in the packet, highlighting that they had released 2 MDPs, have a new Western Regional chair in Jeff Schooley, among a summary of the following items:   

The following actions were taken on behalf of presbytery were reported:

1. Approved the email poll by Rev. Ann Wasson, acting Moderator of the Leadership Commission, that the Leadership Commission support and recommend the request* from the Session of Bluffton Presbyterian Church to form an Administrative Commission be ratified.
2. Approved the contract for Rev. Jeanne Gay to serve as Transitional Pastor of Bluffton Presbyterian Church in Bluffton, Ohio, beginning April 15, 2025-April 14, 2026. Transitional Pastor Contract: annual cash salary $35,953; housing allowance $4500; SECA $3093; pension dues, death and disability $4044; reimbursed expenses, includes travel and professional expenses $2500 and continuing education $2000; 4 weeks vacation, including 4 Sundays and 2 weeks study leave, including 2 Sundays, 1 Sunday off per month. Contract is for one year but may be extended. Responsibilities include: leading worship; providing pastoral care; moderating session meetings; participating in Bluffton ministerial association; teaching Adult Faith Formation Class in fall. 
3. Approved the Eastminster-St.Peter’s UCC job description for a full time transitional pastoral. 
4. Approved the appointment of Rev. JH Vanlal Hruaia as Moderator of Ottawa effective July 1, 2025.
5. Approved the appointment of Rev. Jessica Commeret as Liaison of Market Street Lima.
6. Approved the appointment of Norma Wible as Liaison of Norwalk.
7. Approved the appointment of Rev. Dr. Jeff Schooley as Leader of Western Region Liaisons.
8. Approved the Exam for Fit of Susan Rowland Miller with the removal of the following from the Parish Associate Relationship Between First Presbyterian Church, Perrysburg and Rev. Ms. Susan Rowland Miller document: 1) Under Responsibilities, Item 2, Worship, remove: provide music support as pianist and 2) Under Compensation, Unpaid, remove: periodic playing of worship music.
9. Approved the appointment of CRE Harry Tolhurst as Moderator of Market Street in Lima effective July 1, 2025.
10. Approved that First Presbyterian Church of Defiance MDP be approved for release.
11. Approved the appointment of Rev. Katie Treadway  as Liaison of Upper Sandusky, effective July 24, 2025.
12. Approved the appointment of  Kevin Clancy as Liaison to Salem Venedocia, effective August 28, 2025. 
13. Approved the appointment of Norma Wible as Liaison to Firelands, Port Clinton, effective August 28, 2025.
14. Approved the appointment of Ron Boyd as Liaison to FPC Tiffin, effective August 28, 2025.
15. Approved that having previously consulted with the Session of FPC Bowling Green, that the way be clear for a congregational vote and for Mary Jane and Gary Saunders to become pastors emeriti of First Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green.
16. Approved the formation of a joint PNC for Eastminster and St. Peter’s UCC churches.
17. Approved the appointment of Rev. Dr. Julie Kling as Liaison to Christ Presbyterian Church, Toledo, effective August 28, 2025. 
18. Approved  with the edit that the church will be stable for three years that the MDP Market Street, Lima be approved for release.

Doris continued the Leadership Commission report, noting the two recommendations from Leadership Commission:
1. ON MOTION: Recommend to presbytery that the 2025 Terms of Call/ Contracts Annual Report be approved.  APPROVED.
2. ON MOTION: Recommend to presbytery a) 2026 minimum compensation remain at $81,400 for full-time Ministers and $65,120 for CREs (Commissioned Ruling Elders) and CCEs (Certified Christian Educators); (b) 2027 minimum compensation of $83,900 for full-time Ministers; (c) 2027 minimum total compensation for CREs (Commissioned Ruling Elders) and CCEs (Certified Christian Educators) of $62,925 or 75% of total compensation for full-time Ministers.   
The motion was amended by Jessie Commeret (seconded by Pamela Short) to the following:
Recommend to presbytery a) 2026 minimum compensation remain at $81,400 for full-time Ministers and $65,120 for CREs (Commissioned Ruling Elders) and CCEs (Certified Christian Educators); (b) 2027 minimum compensation of $83,900 for full-time Ministers; (c) 2027 minimum total compensation for CREs (Commissioned Ruling Elders) and CCEs (Certified Christian Educators) of $65,120.   APPROVED

Informational items from Leadership Commission included the upcoming retirement of Rev. Bobbie Bella at Firelands/Port Clinton at the end of December 2025. 

Report of the Administrative Commission to Bluffton was given by Ann Wasson highlighting their work and the listening sessions they have been leading.  

Report of the Administrative Commission to FPC Montpelier was given by Doris Chandler, chair of the commission highlighting some of the work of her AC, Jessie Commeret, Marsha Carr, and Carl Jacobs, and speaking of the recent letter they sent to Session regarding the possibility of them assuming original jurisdiction and the plan to meet with them on Sept 9.  That meeting happened and they are deliberating.   

Good News was shared from Napoleon

At 7:27pm, a motion to adjourn was made.  Second.  So ordered.  Doug closed us with prayer.  

Next stated meeting of Maumee Valley Presbytery was announced: Tuesday, November 18, 2025 at First Presbyterian Church in Perrysburg, Ohio at 10am.

Respectfully submitted, 					Attested,



Matt Meinke						Dean McGormley	
Recording Secretary/General Presbyter			Stated Clerk





Maumee Valley Presbytery7Minutes, February 20, 2024
