
	
	
	



DRAFT: corrections in these minutes should be submitted in writing to the stated clerk within ten days of receipt. If no corrections are received within that period, all items shall be considered correct. These minutes are not an official record of the presbytery until approved by the body.

MAUMEE VALLEY PRESBYTERY
STATED MEETING
Tuesday, November 18, 2025, 10:00 AM
First United Presbyterian Church, Perrysburg, Ohio


THE ROLL
MINISTER MEMBERS

Maumee Valley PresbyteryMinutes, May 21, 2024
Present

[bookmark: _heading=h.fjkq1rgpyteo]Bartley, Dave, HR
Bella, Roberta
Brown, Bruce
Clancy, Nan
Commeret, Jessica
Desterhaft, Janice
Emery, Thomas
Gay, Jeanne, HR
Hodsden, Sara
Holmes, Douglas
Hruaia, J H Vanlal
Kim, Jin Seung
McGormley, Dean, HR
McGormley, Ellen, HR
Meinke, Matt
Pech, Leo
Pistoria, Tomas
Rowland Miller, Susan
Rivera-Torea, Kathryn
Schooley, Jeffrey
Short, Pamela, HR 
Steensma, Thomas, HR
Tolbert, Clint
Treadway, Kathryn
Wasson, Ann, HR

Excused

Bell, George, HR
Brewer, Jr., Clair, HR
Burnett, William, HR
Butcher, Robert, HR
Chandler, Doris
Chorle, Kenneth, HR
Clendenin, Ruth Ellen
Cooper, Mark, HR
Esterly, Barbara, HR
Gallant, Melinda, HR
Good, David, HR
Hoff, Rick, HR
Johnson-Paine, Cathy HR
Kim, Yonglin, HR
King, Catherine
Kivlin, Keith, HR
Ladd, Dennis, HR
Layraman, Tawee, HR
Leckrone, Donald, HR
McLlean, Alex, HR
Merold, Steve, HR
Miller, R. James, HR
Mills, Harold, HR
Murr, Barry, HR
Nutting, Cheryl, HR
Pannabecker, Donald, HR
Remaklus, Amy
Resseguie, James, HR
Saunders, Gary, HR
Saunders, Mary, HR
Schwartz, Tom, HR
Smith, William, HR
Speakman, Stephen
Sweet, Barry, HR
Wessler, Kenneth
Young, David, HR
Zuehlke, Beth, HR


Absent

Brundage, Chris
Hodsden, James
Kling, Julie
Metcalf, Darcy
Rife, Richard
Ross, Sarah
Stecker, Michelle
Williams, Alicia
Zuehlke, Matthew



RULING ELDER COMMISSIONERS


Present
[bookmark: _Hlk214872205]
Bowling Green, First, Anne Moser
Bryan, First, John Bucklew
Clyde, First, Lynda Wilbert
Defiance, First, Marsha Karr
Findlay, First, Elizabeth Wright
Fremont First, William Taylor
Kenton, Trinity United, Julie Crowe
Maumee First, Sherry Stiles
Norwalk First, Alice Pleasnick
Ottawa, Chas Myers
Pemberville First, Jim Jones
Perrysburg First, Kathy Jarosz
Port Clinton, Firelands, Debbie Flora
Tiffin First, Ken Krieger
Toledo Christ, Carole Gildemeister
Toledo Collingwood, Mary Weil
Toledo Collingwood, Sheri Kuhlman
Toledo Eastminster, Carole Burnworth
Toledo, Fairgreen, Peg Winslow
Van Wert, First, Billy Knoll
Waterville First, David Woodward
West Unity, First, Gloria Paine



Excused

Bluffton, Lori Schmidt
Sandusky First, Norma Wible




Absent (no commissioner present)
Adrian, First, 
Adrian, Cadmus
Antwerp, First United, 
Blissfield, 
Britton, Raisin, 
Bucyrus, First
Cecil
Celina, First, 
Delphos, First United
Dola
Findlay, Enon Valley
Findlay, Faith
Findlay, First 
Fostoria, First
Fremont East Side
Galion First, 
Grand Rapids, First
Huron First, 
LaSalle First 
Lima Faith, 
Lima Market Street, 
Marseilles
Maumee First, 
McComb, First
Milan
Monroe
Montpelier, First 
Montpelier West Bethesda
Montpelier, West Eagle Creek
Napoleon, First, 
Palmyra Community, 
Shelby First
Tecumseh,
Toledo Christ
Toledo, Hanmi Covenant
Tontogany
Upper Sandusky
Van Buren
Venedocia, Salem


OTHERS (Presbytery Officers, Commission Moderator Elders, Commissioned Ruling Elders, Former Ruling Elder Moderators, Certified Christian Educators, Corresponding Members

Present
Armstrong, Jason, Maumee, Chair of NWCC
Bettendorf, Ed, Firelands, Central Support/CCCM Chair
Hardwick, Chip, Synod/Miami Valley Presbytery
Jones, Rose, CP
Juhasz, Jen, CCE, Christ Presbyterian Church
Manon, Lora, CP
Tolhurst, Harry, CP

Excused



Absent
Berkheiser, Nancy, CP
Fogle, Julie, CP
Pennington, Mike CP


VISITORS

Bella, West, Firelands Port Clinton
Bickerstaff, Ken, First Presbyterian Church Adrian
Burns, Christine, CRE in Scioto Valley Presbytery (serving Galion)
Chesman, Judy, First Presbyterian Church Monroe
Downing, Susan, First Presbyterian Church Monroe
Elliott, Scott, First Presbyterian Church Adrian
King, Belinda, MVP
Krikconnell, Leslee, BG
Louden-Hanes, Marie, FPC Findlay
McCollow, Bob, Salem Venedocia
McConnell, Morgan, Salem Venedocia
McDowell, Gary, First Presbyterian Church Adrian
Murray, Justin, CCM, Monroe
Oiler, Jacquie, Toledo Collingwood
Osborne, Jill, FPC Grand Haven, MI
Peters, Gwen, Monroe
Palmer, Christine, Collingwood, Christian Educator
Plumley, Rain, First Presbyterian Church Tiffin
Schroeder, Helyn, Monroe
Simmonds Hayward, Cinde, FPC Adrian
Simmonds, Sowah, First Presbyterian Church Adrian

	
	
	





Maumee Valley Presbytery - Draft Minutes, November 18, 2025



[bookmark: _heading=h.tmtukyxwrbnp]GETTING ORGANIZED The meeting was called to order with prayer at First United Presbyterian Church’s sanctuary at 10:00 AM by Moderator Rev. Doug Holmes. A quorum was declared.

Stated Clerk Dean McGormley noted no significant changes to the docket.  
ON MOTION: To approve the docket.  Approved.
ON MOTION: To approve the Minutes of September 16, 2025 meeting.  Approved
ON MOTION: To seat as corresponding member Chip Hardwick, Miami Valley Presbytery.  Approved.  
ON MOTION: to grant privileges of the floor to Justin Murray, CCM from FPC Monroe.  Approved.  

The Report of the Stated Clerk was given with nothing significant to report at this time, including reporting of past PJC members: Gary Saunders (2024), Ed Bettendorf (2024),  R. James Miller (2022), Elder Missey Kaser (2020) Tol. Christ, David Bartley (2018). 
	
Host Church Pastor, Katie Rivera Torea welcomed the presbytery  

Recognition of First Time Commissioners – Included three new people.

The Report of the General Presbyter, Matt Meinke was given, including the land acknowledgement highlighting the First People’s of Ohio, and an announcement of the new Associate for Ministry Vitality, Jen Juhasz who joined the staff November 5.  The GP led a celebration of Justin Murray, Certified Church Musician, who is also the Director of Music Ministries at FPC Monroe, MI.  He also highlighted the Section 125 Plan options at MVP, and the Third Party Administrator Joel Youkers, who is also on staff.  There was a celebration of one ordiversaries.  

A report from the Synod Executive, Chip Hardwick was given, highlighting grants to MVP people and churches..

Report of Leadership Commission – Ann Wasson, member of Leadership Commission gave their report, drawing attention to the written report and informational items in the packet:   

The following actions were taken on behalf of presbytery were reported:

1. Approved the Covenant for Temporary Supply between Bill Treadway and Waterville PC be approved. Contract is for one year (09/01/25-09/01/26). Responsibilities include: lead worship and preaching each Sunday; moderate session and congregational meetings; visit sick and shut in; lead funeral services upon request; other duties in accordance with position description; cash salary $3318.67 per month; reimbursement of ministry expenses (includes travel at IRS approved mileage rate and other professional expenses) $1000 per quarter; Board of Pensions/Insurance $3982 per year; 5 weeks vacation per year; continuing education 4 weeks per year; deferred compensation $1200 per year; FSA $2000 per year; HRA $2000 per year; *continuing education $2841.23 (*includes $1341.23 from previous year) per year.

2. Approved the Covenant with a Commissioned Ruling Elder between Christine Burns, CRE and First Presbyterian Church of Galion be approved. Contract is for one year (01/01/26-12/31/26). Responsibilities include: lead worship and preach 3 times each month; administer the Sacrament of The Lord’s Supper and the Sacrament of Baptism (presbytery permission must be granted); moderate session meetings (presbytery permission must be granted); 
perform marriages (state law must allow and presbytery must grant permission); other duties as described in position description including pastoral care; time expectations: 1 day per week/ 8 hours per week; cash salary $10.00 per month; housing allowance $916.00 per 
month; ministry expenses (travel at IRS approved rate, continuing education, and other professional expenses) reimbursed up to $160.00 per month; 3 weeks vacation; 1 week study leave.

3. Approved the appointment of Rev. Roberta Bella as Liaison to FPC Clyde effective October 23, 2025.

Ann continued the Leadership Commission report, noting one recommendation from Leadership Commission:
1. ON MOTION: Recommend to presbytery Recommend to presbytery the approval of a current session member, who has served six consecutive years on the session of Fairgreen Presbyterian Church, to serve another three years without the required one year break.  Approved
Informational items from Leadership Commission included the upcoming retirement of Rev. Bobbie Bella at Firelands/Port Clinton at the end of December 2025, and a welcome of CRE Christine Burns, who is a CRE also in Scioto Valley Presbytery, but working temporarily at FPC Galion. 

Report of Discipleship Commission was given by Clint Tolbert, giving an update on Boundary Training offerings, and resources for congregational support.

David Bartley reported on the recent Rekindle Retreat.

Sara also introduced and presented Elder Scott Eliot for a full CRE examination.  Scott’s bio and statement of faith were shared.  

Sara presented the recommendation to Presbytery: 

ON MOTION: To recommend to Presbytery the examination of Scott Elliot as a CRE at FPC Adrian and empowering the Leadership Commission and FPC Adrian’s Session to expand Scott’s current contract to include moderating session, administrating the sacraments, and other pastoral duties.  Approved

An exam was held.  A motion to arrest the examination and Seconded was approved.   Scott was escorted out.  On Motion to approve the examination of Elder Scott Elliot.  Approved.
 
Report of Central Support Commission was given by Carole Burnworth.      

The following actions were taken on behalf of presbytery were reported:

1. Approved closure of LaSalle church effective November 30, 2025
1. Approved changes to the Housing Assistance Loan Fund to include CCE and CRE
1. Approved the sale of dumplings at the November meeting to support the young adult group at Hanmi Church
David Bartley reported as the Treasurer giving thanks to the Huron Church for an additional Per Capita payment of $60,000.  He also reported that the PILP Loar to Galion is paid off.

The following recommendations to presbytery

1. ON MOTION to approve the sale of the LaSalle church building and Property for $5 to the township trustees for public purposes.    APPROVED with no negative votes.
2. ON MOTION to approve the 2026 host sites for Presbytery, February 17 Virtual meeting on zoom at 10am, May 19 at FPC Findlay at 3pm, September 15 at FPC Bowling Green, and November 17 at Collingwood in Toledo at 10am.  Approved.
3. ON MOTION to recommend the 2025 Slate of Nominations   

Moderators
Leadership – TE Doris Chandler
Discipleship – TE Amy Remaklus
Mission – 
New Worshipping Communities – RE Jason Armstrong (Maumee)
Committee on Representation – TE Katie Treadway
Commission on Churches Concluding Ministry – TE Ken Wessler 

Leadership Commission
2028  RE Carole Burnworth (Eastminster), TE Thomas Emery, TE Katie Treadway

Discipleship Commission 
2028  TE Amy Remaklus (2nd term), TE Julie Kling

Mission Commission 
2028   RE Ed Carlson (Firelands/Port Clinton), TE Leo Pech (2nd term)

New Worshipping Communities Commission
2028    RE Jason Armstrong (Maumee)

Central Support Commission (NOMINATED BY LEADERSHIP) 
2028   RE Don Loving (Tiffin), RE Diane Adams (Monroe)

Committee on Representation
2028  TE Katie Treadway

Commission for Churches Concluding Ministry
2028  TE Ken Wessler (2nd term)

Synod Commissioners
2026-28  TE Matt Meinke (previously elected), RE Gillian Holzhauser-Graber (Ottawa)  

General Assembly Commissioners
2026-28  TE Nan Clancy; TE Matt Meinke, alternate
2026-28   RE Lance Wiesmann (Tecumseh); RE Leslee KirkConnell (BG), alternate
YAAD - none

So moved.  The floor was open for nominations.  Hearing none, a Motion to close nominations was made and cast a unanimous ballot for the slate.  APPROVED.  

It was also noted that the PILP Loan to FPC Galion has been paid off.  Financials were also included.

Ed Bettendorf presented a supporting motion for the Sale of LaSalle from CCCM.  Approved  
He also reported the merger of the two Fremont churches continues to take form

Report of the Administrative Commission to Bluffton Presbyterian Church was given by Ann Wasson:  

In May 2025, at the request of the session of Bluffton Presbyterian Church, Maumee Valley Presbytery elected an Administrative Commission to work alongside the session and congregation to settle the conflict that arose over the contract made with a lay preacher to serve the congregation at the recommendation of the Pastor Nominating Committee.  The exam for fit for this person was not sustained by the Exam Team of the Leadership Commission.  That “no” vote was sustained by the Leadership Commission.  Nevertheless, a contract proceeded unbeknownst to the Leadership Commission.
The AC reviewed communications and ascertained the facts.  They noted the lack of communication from the PNC to the session and to the Leadership Commission about the status of their candidate, which created the conflict.
The AC spent the summer in listening sessions with 30 members of the congregation including current elders, deacons and members of the Pastor Nominating Committee about their takes on what had happened in the first quarter of 2025, what they appreciate about the ministry of the congregation as well as their concerns and hopes for the future.
The AC has counseled and supported the session as they moved forward with plans to update their bylaws, as they made plans to form a working All Church Nominating Committee and to call a congregational meeting to update bylaws, elect deacons to fulfill unexpired terms and to dismiss the Pastor Nominating Committee.
The AC has attended session meetings since May and notes that the session has navigated realistic changes to the church budget and the elders have paid close attention to understanding the resources they have.  The treasurer has done yeoman’s work in this process.
The AC reported its findings to the congregation on October 26 encouraging them in their continuing ministry.
In early November, AC will meet with the transitional pastor, Jeanne Gay to discuss ideas for next steps.  Then the AC will meet with the session to discuss how we continue to walk alongside them in their work of moving forward in ministry.
The AC will bring recommendations for the Leadership Commission to consider regarding ways to help search teams and Pastor Nominating Committees find eligible pastoral leadership.
A recess was declared at 12:00pm and Lunch was served in the fellowship hall.  

The presbytery reconvened at 1:10pm.

A Report from New Worshipping Communities was given by Jason Armstrong.  Included the informational items: 
1. Jason Armstrong attended the Discerning Missional Leadership assessment Nov. 3-7.
2. Jason Armstrong will be available for pulpit supply/visit beginning January 1, 2026 to help develop partnerships.
3. The Task Force overseeing “Loved First” has met twice and continues to meet monthly.

Report from Mission Commission – Leo Pech led the report, highlighting the following informational items:  

1. Becky Johnson, Waterville’s Community Garden Coordinator will present photos and news on this year’s community garden. Tiffin received an MVP Matthew 25 grant for this project.
2. Update on Leo Pech’s challenge for churches to help pay for concrete columns for the Prince of Peace church in Mexico. Columns are $350 each. Leo has received commitments for 7 of 12 needed. 
3. Grant funding available. Details were in the packet
4. Additionally, there is a pot of money available from the MVP retained portion of the Peace and Global Witness offering. You may apply for these funds by demonstrating that your project addresses systems of conflict, discord and/or injustice and works toward reconciliation and wholeness.  
5. Special Offerings: We celebrate the congregations who went 4/4 in 2024 PCUSA Special Offerings. These offerings are encouragements to generosity as well as testimonies to connectionalism. Please note: Christmas Joy is our next Special Offering (11/30-12/21) It goes to support the health and wellness needs of pastors and families and to support leadership training for the next generation of people pursuing ministerial vocations. 
6. Introduced a new documentary produced by Presbyterian Disaster Assistance with study guide resources available on the PCUSA website: “Evicting the American Dream”. From the website: “This film seeks to reframe, humanize, and transform how the wider public understands eviction and homelessness and the ways in which this is preventable.” 
https://pcusa.org/evicting-american-dream

The presbytery moved into a time of worship, which included the sacrament of Communion and the installation of Moderator Nan Clancy and Vice Moderator Ed Bettendorf.  

Good News was shared. It was reported that our retirement advantage plan is now working with the Mercy medical in network;  Synod grant to Hanmi; Renewal going on at Collingwood; as well as good news from Napoleon, Bryan and Van Wert.

At 2:30pm, a motion to adjourn was made.  Second.  So ordered.  Our new moderator, Nan closed us with prayer.  

Next stated meeting of Maumee Valley Presbytery was announced: Tuesday, February 17, 2026 on Zoom at 10am.

Respectfully submitted, 					Attested,



Matt Meinke						Dean McGormley	
Recording Secretary & General Presbyter		Stated Clerk





Maumee Valley Presbytery7Minutes, February 20, 2024
