DRAFT: corrections in these minutes should be submitted in writing to the stated clerk within ten days of receipt. If no corrections are received within that period, all items shall be considered correct. These minutes are not an official record of the presbytery until approved by the body.

MAUMEE VALLEY PRESBYTERY
STATED MEETING
Tuesday, September 15, 2026, 3:00 PM
First Presbyterian Church – Bowling Green, Ohio


THE ROLL
MINISTER MEMBERS

Maumee Valley PresbyteryMinutes, May 21, 2024
Present

[bookmark: _heading=h.fjkq1rgpyteo]Armstrong, Jason,
Bartley, Dave, HR
Bella, Roberta, HR
Bishop, Catherine, HR
Brown, Bruce
Chandler, Doris
Clancy, Nan
Commeret, Jessica
Gay, Jeanne, HR
Hodsden, James
Hodsden, Sara
Holmes, Douglas
Hruaia, J H Vanlal
Kim, Jin Seung
Kling, Julie
McGormley, Dean, HR
McGormley, Ellen, HR
McLean, Alex, HR
Meinke, Matt
Pech, Leo
Pistoria, Tomas
Rowland Miller, Susan
Schooley, Jeffrey
Tolbert, Clint
Treadway, Kathryn
Wasson, Ann, HR


Excused

Aber, David, HR
Bell, George, HR
Brewer, Jr., Clair, HR
Burnett, William, HR
Butcher, Robert, HR
Chorle, Kenneth, HR
Clendenin, Ruth Ellen
Emery, Thomas HR
Esterly, Barbara, HR
Good, David, HR
Hoff, Rick, HR
Johnson-Paine, Cathy HR
Kim, Yonglin, HR
King, Catherine
Kivlin, Keith, HR
Ladd, Dennis, HR
Layraman, Tawee, HR
Leckrone, Donald, HR
Merold, Steve, HR
Miller, R. James, HR
Mills, Harold, HR
Murr, Barry, HR
Nutting, Cheryl, HR
Pitt, Gavin, HR 
Remaklus, Amy
Resseguie, James, HR
Saunders, Gary, HR
Saunders, Mary, HR
Schwartz, Tom, HR
Short, Pamela, HR
Smith, William, HR
Steensma, Thomas, HR 
Sweet, Barry, HR
Wessler, Kenneth
Zuehlke, Beth, HR

Absent

Brundage, Chris
Desterhaft, Janice
Metcalf, Darcy
Middleton, William
Plant, Dave, UCC
Rife, Richard
Ross, Sarah
Speakman, Stephen
Stecker, Michelle
Williams, Alicia


RULING ELDER COMMISSIONERS


Present
[bookmark: _Hlk214872205]
Adrian, First, Ken Bickerstaff
Blissfield, Suzanne Saxton
Bluffton, Lori Schmidt
Bowling Green, Anne Moser
Clyde, First, Lynda Wilbert
Findlay, First, Joe Niemeyer
Fostoria, First, Jim Schreck
Fremont, William Taylor
Kenton, Trinity United, Julie Crowe
Maumee First, Sherry Stiles
Milbury, Eastminster Mike Kowalec
Monroe, Isaac Fankhauser
Napoleon, First, Jana Schroeder
Norwalk First, Alice Pleasnick
Ottawa, Chas Myers
Pemberville First, Jim Jones
Sandusky First, Norma Wible
Tiffin First, Ken Krieger
Van Wert, First, Billy Knoll
Waterville First, David Woodward
West Unity, First, Gloria Paine

Excused

Absent (no commissioner present)

Adrian, Cadmus
Antwerp, First United 
Britton, Raisin
Bryan, First, 
Bucyrus, First
Cecil
Celina, 
Defiance, First, 
Delphos, First United
Dola
Findlay, Enon Valley
Findlay, Faith 
Findlay, First 
Galion First, 
Grand Rapids, First
Huron First
Lima Faith, 
Lima Market Street, 
Marseilles
Maumee First, 
McComb, First
Milan
Montpelier, First 
Montpelier West Bethesda
Montpelier, West Eagle Creek
Perrysburg, First
Port Clinton, Firelands
Shelby First
Tecumseh, 
Toledo Christ
Toledo Christ
Toledo Collingwood 
Toledo, Fairgreen, 
Toledo, Hanmi Covenant
Tontogany
Upper Sandusky
Van Buren
Venedocia, Salem 



OTHERS (Presbytery Officers, Commission Moderator Elders, Commissioned Ruling Elders, Former Ruling Elder Moderators, Certified Christian Educators, Corresponding Members

Present
Belonni-Roasario, Rev. Ruth-Aimee, Associate Executive   
    For Radical Justice, Synod, NYC Presbytery
Bettendorf, Ed, Firelands, VM, CCCM Chair
Burnworth, Carole, Former Moderator
Elliott, Scott, CRE, First Presbyterian Church Adrian
Holzhauser-Graber, Gillian, Synod Commissioner
Jones, Rose, CP
Juhasz, Jen, MVP Ministry Vitality, CCE, Christ Presbyterian Church
Manon, Lora, CP
Martin, Rob, Corresponding Member, Scioto Valley



Excused

Loving, Donald, CRE, Milan
Tolhurst, Harry, CP

Absent
Berkheiser, Nancy, CP
Burns, Christine, CRE, Galion
Pennington, Mike CP
Robinson James, CP Shelby
Wiesmann, Lance, GA Commissioner



VISITORS

Bella, Wes, Firelands, Port Clincton
Campbell, Paul
Dermyer, Nancy, Adrian, First
King, Belinda, MVP
Kirkconnell, Leslee, FPC BG
McDowell, Gary, Adrian
Meredith Mairi, Celina
Myers, Beth, Ottawa Presbyterian Church
Palmer, Christine, Collingwood
Rohrer, Landon

	
	
	




Maumee Valley Presbytery – draft Minutes, September 15, 2026

[bookmark: _heading=h.tmtukyxwrbnp]GETTING ORGANIZED The meeting was called to order with prayer at 3:02 PM by Moderator Rev. Nancy Clancy. A quorum was declared.

Stated Clerk Dean McGormley noted no significant changes to the docket.  
ON MOTION: To approve the docket.  Approved.
ON MOTION: To seat as corresponding members Rev. Ruth-Aimee Belonni-Rosario, NYC Presbytery and Rev. Rob Martin, Scioto Valley Presbytery.  Approved.  

The presbytery was welcomed by Host Pastor Jeff Schooley of FPC Bowling Green.

There were no first-time commissioners to recognize.  

The Stated Clerk presented the Omnibus motion.  Three items were pulled.  The following were approved:

FROM THE CLERK	
To approve Minutes from May 19, 2026.

FROM CENTRAL SUPPORT
	To approve financial reports as presented (see Packet 8c, 8d, 8e)
	To approve a $.20 increase in the Presbytery’s portion of the Per Capita.  

FROM LEADERSHIP COMMISSION
To approve the 2026 Terms of Call/Contracts Annual Report (see Packet #6a)

FROM CCCM
Approve the final motion on merging of Fremont First and Fremont East Side churches: RESOLVED, That the Maumee Valley Presbytery hereby approves the merger of First Presbyterian Church and East Side Presbyterian Church, both of Fremont, Ohio, including their respective congregations, rolls, records, books of account, assets and investments, and other property, to become a new entity known as Fremont Presbyterian Church (“FPC”), which merger, after more than two (2) years’ careful discernment and planning, became effective de facto as of January 1, 2026, and de jure as of May 1, 2026.  Further, the session of FPC, together with the trustees as may be necessary, hereby has Presbytery’s permission and blessing to undertake any and all actions necessary, including but not limited to registering and otherwise identifying FPC with both the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and the State of Ohio and any of their respective offices and selling Fremont, First’s building (which sale is in process, the proceeds of which shall remain with FPC), to perfect this merger.  May God be with FPC in this endeavor!

Report of Synod of the Covenant Commissioners was given by RE Gillian Holtzhauser-Graber, noting some of the work of the SOC Governance Committee and the Boundary and Ethics Training offerings of the Synod.  

The report of the General Presbyter, Matt Meinke was given, including the land acknowledgement, highlighting the Shawnee People, and challenging the presbytery that our remembering not end with words but that it may lead toward humility, truth, and relationships marked by respect rather than possession.  An update was given on the Pastoral Care Fund, and a recent authorization from Fund #3203 for $5,000 for a minister member, as part of a Board of Pension’s approved Emergency Grant.  Matt read correspondence from the stated clerk of Detroit Presbytery regarding David Montgomery.  Finally, Matt recognized the 45th Ordiversary of Barry Murr, 25 years for Matt Meinke,20 years for Jessie Commeret, 15 years for Sarah Ross.  Matt concluded sharing a prophetic Trailblazer’s Psalm from Edward Hayes.   

The New Worshipping Communities Commission report was given by Jason Armstrong, highlighting the work of Loved 1st NWC, and the two different $10,000 Seed Grants for the two NWC.  He also called on Rev. Jin Seung Kim who spoke to the work of our newest New Worshipping Community, the Korean International Students, including the 21 students currently attending. The fliers for the Korean Language School was also reported.

The Report of the Associate for Ministry Vitality Jen Juhasz was given, sharing many resources and opportunities within the denomination, including 5a, 5b, and 5c in the packet, about the Gathering Table, Bed Build and GLAPCE event, which was noted is now full, but shared info of APCE

Report of Leadership Commission – Doris Chandler chair of the Leadership Commission gave their report, drawing attention to the written report and informational items in the packet:   

The following actions were taken on behalf of presbytery were reported:
1. Approved recommendation from Northern Region Liaisons that Carole Burnworth be appointed as liaison to Korean International Students NWC.
2. Approved request for $500 (#2304 Pastoral Assistance) for pastor in need of assistance. 
3. Approved Leadership Commission Liaison Job Description.
4. Approved the revised Covenant with a Commissioned Ruling Elder between Scott Elliot, CRE and FPC Adrian, January 2, 2026-December 31, 2027. Responsibilities are as follows: lead worship and preach, administer the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, administer the Sacrament of Baptism, moderate session meetings, perform marriages, other duties: hospital, nursing home, and shut-in visits, serve home communion, provide pastoral care, attend presbytery meetings, conduct new member and confirmation classes as needed, attend committee meetings; 35 hours per week; cash salary: $2523 per month paid bi-weekly; housing allowance: $17,892; medical (inc. health insurance; disability, temp. disability, pension, dental vision): $13,796; ministry expenses reimbursed up to $3151 per year, includes travel at approved IRS mileage rate; 4 weeks vacation, plus 4 additional Sundays; continuing education: 2 weeks, including 2 Sundays. 
5. Approved the revised Temporary Covenant between Leslee Kirkconnell and Ottawa PC until such time as the Discipleship Commission certifies readiness as CRE. Covenant is from June 1-December 31, 2026. Responsibilities are as follows: lead worship and preach; visit sick and shut-in, lead funeral services upon request, other duties in accordance with the position description; 20 hours per week; cash salary: $2945.03 per month; ministry expenses reimbursed up to $104 per month, includes travel at IRS mileage rate and other professional expenses.
6. Approved the revised Covenant for Temporary Supply contract between Dottie Kaiser and Lima Market Street, January 1-December 31, 2026. Responsibilities are as follows: lead worship and preach each Sunday; administer the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper; visit the sick and shut-in; lead funeral services upon request; officiate at weddings upon request; other duties; work 4 days per week; 20-24 hours per week; cash salary: $1685 per month; housing: $1500 per month; ministry expenses up to $350 per event, includes travel at IRS approved mileage, continuing education and other professional expenses; 3 weeks per year. 
7. Approved the Leadership Commission budget for 2027 (same budget as 2026): 5020 Mileage reimb. $2000, 5302 Retreat $1000; 5304 Pastor Scholarships $3000; 5305 Pastor Recognition $1000.
8. Approved the request from Ottawa PC 1) to allow Leslee Kirkconnell to moderate the Session meetings under the guidance of Rev. Vanlal Hruaia and 2) to assist during communion under the guidance of Beth Myers and Andee Parker (per Karl Hirzel, Clerk of Session of Ottawa PC both ruling elders, have completed communion training and are approved to administer the sacrament of communion at FPC Ottawa).
9. Approved appointment of Rev. David Plant, temporary member of MVP due to formula of agreement, serving as Transitional Pastor for FPC Defiance and St. John UCC, as moderator of session of FPC Defiance.
10. Approved the appointment of Rev. Jason Armstrong as liaison to Dola PC, effective June 8, 2026 and Trinity PC (Kenton), effective June 8, 2026.
11. Approved the recommendation from Western Region Liaisons that Bruce Brown be appointed as liaison to Lima Faith and Celina, effective July 27, 2026 and Kevin Clancy be appointed as liaison to Delphos, effective July 27, 2026. 
12. Approved ratification of the email poll on approving the recommendation from the Eastern Region Liaisons that Rev. Sara Hodsden be appointed moderator of the Clyde PC session, effective July 14, 2026. 
13. Approved the Covenant for Temporary Supply between Diane Adams and Fairgreen PC September 1-December 31, 2026; either party may terminate covenant by giving 30 day notice; responsibilities are as follows: lead worship and preach every Sunday (except 1st Sunday of the month); cash salary $140.00 per Sunday; mileage reimbursement at current IRS business rate.
14. Approved that the Leadership Commission recommend to presbytery the approval of 2026 Terms of Call/Contracts Annual Report at the September 15, 2026 presbytery meeting.
15.  Approved that the Leadership Commission recommend to the presbytery approval (a) 2027 minimum compensation remain at $83,900 for full-time Ministers and $65,120 for CREs (Commissioned Ruling Elders) and CCEs (Certified Christian Educators); (b) 2028 minimum compensation of $86,540 for full-time Ministers; and $66,945 for CREs (Commissioned Ruling Elders) and CCEs (Certified Christian Educator)
16. Approved to enroll the Rev. Catherine Bonita Bishop, HR as a minister member of Maumee Valley Presbytery, effective August 24, 2026, and request her transfer from Northern Plains Presbytery.
17. Approved the pastor position description of Bluffton Presbyterian Church and to allow them to move forward with their search. 
18. Approved the Covenant for Temporary Supply between Elizabeth Hadler and McComb, with the exception of moderating the session. Rev. Dr. Matt Meinke will continue as moderator. Covenant for Temporary Supply is from August 1-December 31, 2026 and may be renewed. Responsibilities: lead worship and preach each Sunday; administer the Sacraments of Baptism and the Lord’s Supper; assist committees in their ministry; visit the sick and shut-in and provide pastoral care for congregation and all who seek comfort and guidance through church; funeral services upon request; officiate at weddings upon request; seek to serve Maumee Valley Presbytery and the larger church in mutually helpful ways; work 8.3 hours per week; housing: $1250 per month; travel expenses: costs incurred in calling on the sick, shuts-ins, members and friends of MPC will be reimbursed at the current IRS mileage rate; vacation:  4 Sundays off; 2 weeks vacation included in the 4 Sundays off.

Doris presented the recommendations to presbytery that was pulled from the docket regarding 2028 minimum compensation recommendations.  

ON MOTION: To approve a} 2027 minimum compensation remain at $83,900 for installed full-time Ministers and $65,120 for CRE’s and CCE’s  b) 2028 minimum compensation of $86,540 for installed full-time Ministers and $66,945 for CRE’s and CCE’s.  Discussion.  APPPROVED.  

TE Ann Wasson spoke to the merit of the work, thanked LC, and encouraged LC form a task force to study minimum compensations more fully.

Rev. Catherine Bishop, HR and Rev Dr Rob Martin were welcomed and presented quaichs.  

The Report of the Administration Commission to FPC Montpelier submitted their final report.  See appendix.  

ON MOTION: The Administrative Commission to First Presbyterian Church Montpelier, recommends that Maumee Valley Presbytery act to dissolve this Administrative Commission, effective immediately.  APPROVED.
Report of Central Support Commission – The report was given by Doug Holmes, noting actions taken already through the omnibus motion and the actions taken on behalf of the presbytery.  It was determined to move forward with the second and third item pulled from the omnibus (see two recommendations to presbytery below)
  
ACTIONS TAKEN ON BEHALF OF PRESBYTERY:
1. Approved hosts of future presbytery meetings:
a.  May 18 at FPC Maumee at 10AM
b. September 21 at Firelands PC, Port Clinton at 3pm
2. Approved 2.8% COLA personnel increase

Doug presented their three nominations filling vacancies:  
ON MOTION: To elect Norma Wible (Sandusky) to serve as Vice Moderator, Diane Adams (Monroe) to serve on Commission on Churches Concluding Ministry, class of 2028; and to elect Tiffany Kisor to the Mission Commission, class of 2026.  
Hearing no nominations from the floor, the motion was Approved.  

RECOMMENDATIONS TO PRESBYTERY:
1. ON MOTION: To offer the property in Norwalk presently being used by Templo Genesaret congregation for a sale price of $50,000.  The property is in a commercial building at 119 North Pleasant Street in Norwalk, Ohio.  (it should be noted that the appraisal of the property is between $160.000 and $180.000). Much discussion. APPROVED.
Doug called on Dave Bartley to give the Treasurer’s Report, and present the last item pulled from the omnibus motion. Questions.  Dave spoke to questions regarding budget and funding streams.  

2. ON MOTION: To approve 2027 budget of $546,192.17 (see Packet #8a for Proposed Budget).  Discussion.  APPROVED.  

Report from Mission Commission – Leo Pech led the report, highlighting their recent work and challenging and encouraging the presbytery.

ACTION TAKEN ON BEHALF OF PRESBYTERY:
$1,000 grant out of Matthew 25 Grant Fund to First Presbyterian Church of Blissfield for the “Blissfield Helping Hands” project. This project is a group of twelve retired ladies who gather weekly to design and make quilts to help comfort others. Over the past three years they have made and donated 467 quilts. The grant money will be used to purchase supplies and upkeep the maintenance on their machines.  

Leo continued his report, introducing Suzanne Saxton, who made a presentation about the “Blissfield Helping Hands” project, assisted by TE Doug Holmes.

Leo shared a powerpoint presentation and spoke about the presbytery trip to Mexico.  The Prince of Peace Church in Mexico needed contributions for twelve columns/space for educational purposes. 

Report of the Commission on Churches Concluding Ministry was given by chair RE Ed Bettendorf, speaking to the previously approved omnibus motion, as well as additional work regarding the merger of FPC Fremont and East Side Presbyterian Church, Fremont, namely the sale of the former FPC Fremont building last Friday (proceeds going to the new church entity).  Ed clarified the merger dates of the omnibus motion for Fremont Presbyterian Church merger, with the de facto merger on Jan 1, 2026, and de jure on May 1 2026, meaning when it was official according to the State of Ohio. 

Report of the General Assembly Commissioners was led by TE Nan Clancy, noting RE Lance Wiesmann’s absence.  Nan unveiled a blanket, donning it, and declaring “This is what GA looked like” due to the cold convention hall in Milwaukee to keep air and technology moving.  Nan spoke to the Community Day of Service regarding gun violence, the Sunday worship where she attended a church that had sold their building 10 years ago meets in an Assisted Living facility, the Puerto Rican flags and the overwhelming support shared for Puerto Rican brothers and sisters, the plans for 2030 and beyond being complete in-person GA events.  She also shared about her service on the Finance Committee and spoke to per capita and how we support each other, but also some of the breakdown including per capita/endowment/designated numbers, drawing comparisons with our discussions.  Nan spoke to what was happening with mission work, no longer mission co-workers, now liaisons, and new ways to do mission.  Nan encouraged others to “Go to GA!” and explained A Corp and its long history.  

At 5:28pm, a recess was declared for dinner, after Moderator Nan Clancy prayed to bless our meal. 

At 6:20pm, the presbytery reconvened for Worship, led by various people from the presbytery.  Rev. Dr. Jeff Schooley preached, and presided at the Lord’s Table.  

At 7:18pm, the moderator declared that her asthma was acting up and she was appointed Vice-Moderator Ed Bettendorf as acting moderator.  Without objection.  Acting Moderator Ed called on TE Clint Tolbert.   

Report of Discipleship Commission was begun by Clint Tolbert, reporting on the ACTION TAKEN ON BEHALF OF PRESBYTERY:
1. Based on feedback from a presbytery-wide survey presented at the May presbytery meeting. 
a. Scheduled a leadership retreat entitled “Calm Leadership in Anxious Times” to benefit the entire presbytery on November 1 & 2 at Maumee Bay Lodge and Conference Center. 
b. This retreat will be significantly based on the book “Uproar: Calm Leadership in Anxious Times” by Peter Steinke. 
c. Secured Dan Schaefer, Ph.D. and Rev. Bill Roman to serve as primary retreat facilitators. 
d. All retreat expenses will come from the Discipleship Commission budget, including generous room subsidies to encourage presbytery members to stay overnight, prioritizing relationship-building and connection within the presbytery. 
2. Approved a scholarship request from Leslee Kirkconnell in the amount of $250 to attend the “Great Lakes Association of Partners in Christian Education” conference.
3. Clarified that boundary training is required for all inquirers and candidates.
4. Clarified that inquirers and candidates within the presbytery will NOT be required to fulfill anti-racism training as a part of their preparation since there are not currently any opportunities offered by the presbytery to fulfill such a requirement. Candidates will be made aware, however, that anti-racism training will be an early requirement within their first call.
5. Approved Don Curtis to take the Bible Content exam this fall, proctored at Huron, First by Rev. Sara Hodsden.
6. Approved Landon Rohrer to take the ordination exams this fall.
7. Confirmed a mentoring relationship between Leslee Kirkconnell and Rev. Bobbie Bella using “Guide to Lay Preaching” by Karoline Lewis.  Also confirmed expectations that Leslee complete CPE this fall before receiving approval as a CRE within Maumee Valley Presbytery.
Clint called on Dave Bartley regarding a report about Kirkmont Summer Camps.  Dave spoke to the new well and sulphur issues, and also presented prizes to MVP churches: Elem School age winner: Ottawa.  Middle School: Tiffin, Christ Pres, Ottawa.  Sr High: Christ Pres, Ottawa.  Camp Rejoice: Ottawa.  Most at camp: Ottawa.  
Dave Bartley shared information regarding the upcoming ReKindle Retreat for 6th to 12th graders.  
Clint shared information regarding the upcoming Calm Leadership in Anxious Times event.  
Cint shared information regarding Boundary Training offerings.  
Finally, Clint mentioned the item in the packet regarding current inquirers and the one CRE in-process.  TE Jeff Schooley rose to ask questions about Leslee Kirkconnel. The acting moderator asked Clint to speak to Jeff’s question.  Clint spoke to the CRE process.  Jeff stated he was prepared to make a motion to exam Leslee now.  The acting moderator explained that if such a motion were made, he would refer it to the appropriate body that deals with CPM process.  No motion was made.  

One item of new business had come to the clerk’s desk.  TE Jessie Commeret made a motion:

ON MOTION: For Central Support to nominate a group of presbytery members to form a task force to study and report to the presbytery research and recommendations pertaining to the future organizational structure of MVP.  Seconded.  Discussion.  APPROVED. 

Stated Clerk Dean McGormley announced that minister cards were available at the SC desk after the meeting.  

At 7:55pm, a motion to adjourn was made.  Second.  So ordered.  Vice Moderator and Acting Moderator Ed Bettendorf closed us with prayer.  

Next stated meeting of Maumee Valley Presbytery was announced: Tuesday, November 17, 2026 at Collingwood Presbyterian Church in Toledo, Ohio beginning at 10:00am.

Respectfully submitted, 					Attested,



Matt Meinke						Dean McGormley	
General Presbyter and Recorder				Stated Clerk
